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library, than Johnson ran eagerly to one side of the room,
intent on poring over the backs of the books. Sir Joshua ob-
served, (aside,) 'He runs to the books, as I do to the pictures:
but I have the advantage. I can see much more of the pic-
tures than he can of the books.' Mr Cambridge, upon this,
politely said, 'Dr Johnson, I am going, with your pardon, to
accuse myself, for I have the same custom which I perceive
you have. But it seems odd that one should have such a desire
to look at the backs of books.' Johnson, ever ready for con-
test, instantly started from his reverie, wheeled about, and
answered, 'Sir, the reason is very plain. Knowledge is of two
kinds. We know a subject ourselves, or we know where we
can find information upon it. When we enquire into any sub-
ject, the first thing we have to do is to know what books have
treated of it. This leads us to look at catalogues, and at the
backs of books in libraries.' Sir Joshua observed to me the
extraordinary promptitude with which Johnson flew upon an
argument. Yes, (said I,) he has no formal preparation, no
flourishing with his sword; he is through your body in an
instant.5
The Beggar's Opera, and the common question, whether
it was pernicious in its effects, having been introduced; -
JOHNSON. *As to this matter, which has been very much
contested, I myself am of opinion, that more influence has
been ascribed to The Beggar's Opera, than it in reality ever
had; for I do not believe that any man was ever made a
rogue by being present at its representation. At the same time
I do not deny that it may have some influence, by making
the character of a rogue familiar, and in some degree pleas-
ing/ Then collecting himself as it were, to give a heavy
stroke: There is in it such a labefactation of all principles,
as may be injurious to morality.'
The late 'worthy9 Duke of Queensberry, as Thomson, in
his Seasons, justly characterises him, told me, that when Gay
first shewed him The Beggar's Opera, his Grace's observa-
tion was, 'This is a very odd thing, Gay; I am satisfied that
it is either a very good thing, or a very bad thing.' It proved
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